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scaled. The programme of constructive non-violence
that I have placed before them is self-acting when once it
is well started. Its enforcement will be a sure test, too,
of the earnestness and sincerity of the Khudai Khidmat-
gars."
Returning to Abbottabad in the afternoon, Gandhiji
paid a visit to the local Harijan temple and was pleased
to learn that in Abbottabad at least the Harijans suffered
under no disabilities in respect of the admission of their
children to schools and the use of wells and other public
amenities. He also visited the Govind Girls' School which
was the fruit of the labour of love of our hostess at Abbott-
abad.
The minorities' deputation met Gandhiji in the after-
noon to discuss with him the difficulties and disabilities of
the minorities in the North-West Frontier Province. What'
disturbed them particularly was that the incidence
of violent crime had steadily increased since the con-
stitution of the North-West Frontier Province into a
separate province. They suggested that in view of the
growing menace of insecurity, firearms and training in
their use ought to be provided free to the minority popu-
lation settled on the border, to facilitate self-protection.
They agreed, however, that the problem of trans-border
raids could be finally and adequately solved only by the
majority community being awakened to its sense of duty
towards the minority community. Gandhiji in reply told
them that whilst he could support their demand that
licences for keeping firearms should be freely issued on
application, it would be too much to expect the Govern-
ment to distribute firearms free amongst the entire border
population. They could raise a fund for free distribution
of firearms if they wanted, but he had his doubts whether
free distribution of and training in the use of firearms
would solve the question of trans-border insecurity. If
the experience during the recent raid at Bannu was any
guide, such a step would prove to be an expensive
pedantry. During the Bannu raid, he was told, only one
gun on the part of the citizens was in play although there